Trauma to the central and peripheral nervous systems: Part I: an overview of mortality, morbidity and costs; N.S.W. 1977.
An epidemiological study of neurotrauma in New South Wales, South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory, 1977, was initiated and sponsored by the Neurosurgical Society of Australasia, conducted by its Trauma Subcommittee in collaboration with the Division of Health Services Research, Health Commission of New South Wales, funded by the Australian Brain Foundation and the Commonwealth Department of Health and supported by the Health Commissions of New South Wales and South Australia. The following communication is structured so as to present the essential findings on mortality, morbidity and costs in New South Wales in 1977 in the first part and the more specific statistical profile of surgical treatment in New South Wales, 1977, in a separate, second part. The most revealing data found by this research is that cranio-cerebral and spinal injury was the leading cause of death up to the age of 44 in New South Wales (and South Australia) and up to the age of 49 in the male population and in the country regions. It accounted for 45% of all deaths to those aged 15 to 24. Cranio-cerebral and spinal injury caused 71% of all deaths on the roads. Sixty-four per cent of those dying in road accidents never reached hospital. The figures for mortality and morbidity in the country regions were significantly worse than those in the metropolitan regions. The most important causes were identified and recommendations aimed at reducing this record were formulated.